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The Friends of Heroes CafePress Store is now open for business. Get your FOH merchan-
dise to proudly display you are a FOH team member. 

 

The store includes FOH logo merchandise, 2007 collage merchandise featuring the adorable 
2007 honored heroes, and honored hero buttons. New to the store this year are maternity 
shirts for all you mothers-to-be. Check out the great selection today. 

 

You can find the store at: http://www.cafepress.com/friendsofheroes 
or by the link on the home page of the FOH website.   

CafePress FOH Store Open for Business 
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1. TAP is one more way in which the Society can fund research that will find cures for blood cancer 
patients and improve their lives. Since 1949, the Society has invested approximately $480 million in 
academic research laboratories and clinics around the world.  In 2006 alone, the Society invested about 
$60 million into a total of 374 active research grants in three programs:  
 

• Career Development - funding salaries for postdoctoral fellows and 
young investigators in their first independent position, vesting them to 
blood cancer research 
• Translational Research - funding directed at quickly moving early 
laboratory discoveries into clinical trials 
• Specialized Centers of Research - funding large multi-laboratory 
projects to attack big problems from multiple directions 
 

2. TAP is meant to fill gaps in how the Society funds the development of new treatments for blood 
cancer patients and provides, for the first time, a mechanism for private sector funding.  With more 
molecular targets and potentially safe and effective new therapies identified, there is an increased need to 
direct resources to the development phase as well as the discovery phase of research. Others, like the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, have led the way in this strategy. We recognized its general validity during 
the formulation of our 2011 Strategic Plan, and identified three new funding aspects:  
 

• "Academic Concierge"  - leverage the work of academic investigators who are moving 
therapies into preclinical and clinical development, including funding contracts with commercial 
concerns that are expert in preclinical studies or in the large-scale production of new drug 
substances for use in clinical trials 
•  "Clinical Trial Program"  - providing funding to clinical centers for Phase 1 trials in return for 
preference for blood cancer trials, including those coming from the private sector 
• "Biotechnology Accelerator" - interacting with the private sector to facilitate the development 
of validated therapies that are stalled for lack of resources and/or perceived returns/markets 
 

3. While continuing to grow its investment in academic research, the Society expects to grow the 
TAP program to ~$35 million by 2011. As with our existing grant mechanisms, each proposed TAP 
project will be rigorously evaluated by medical and scientific experts as to its potential for advancing the 
diagnosis and/or treatment of the blood cancers. Business due diligence will also be accomplished. Private 
sector investments will be business alliances with timelines and milestones to mark progress.  While the 
Society will require a return on investment (unique to each alliance), the central driver of this program is 
getting more therapies to more patients.  
 
4. Donor opportunities:  Donors will have opportunities to support the TAP.  Initially, we expect to 
restrict TAP donations to a minimum of $1million.   
  
From:  
Deborah Banker, Ph.D. 
Vice President Research Communications   
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
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